
  

A 
leitmotif 

is 
a 

motif 
(a 

short, 
recurring 

musical 
phrase) 

Music 
which 

is 
not 

heard 
by 

the 
characters 

on 
screen 

which 
represents 

a 
specific 

character, 
place, 

object 
or 

idea 

— 
it 

is 
played 

“over 
the 

top” 

    

M
u
s
i
c
 
w
h
i
c
h
 

the 
c
h
a
r
a
c
t
e
r
s
 

are 
a
w
a
r
e
 

of 

Major 
scales 

have 
a 

bright, 
happy 

sound 

 
 

Minor 
scales 

have 
a 

darker, 
sad 

sounding 
m
o
o
d
 

  

Born: 
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February 
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U
S
A
 

Chromatic 
scales 

are 
often 

used 
in 

horror 
films 

F
a
m
o
u
s
 

films: 
Jaws, 

Star 
Wars, 

Superman, 
E.T., 

Indiana 
Jones, 

Whole-tone 
scales 

create 
an 

“other-worldly” 

H
o
m
e
 

Alone, 
Jurassic 

Park, 
Schindler’s 

List, 
Harry 

Potter 
S
o
u
n
d
s
c
a
p
e
 

— perfect 
for 

films 
with 

aliens 

 
 

A
w
a
r
d
s
:
 

25 
G
r
a
m
m
y
 
Awards, 

five 
A
c
a
d
e
m
y
 
Awards, 

seven 
British 

 
 
 
 

  

A
c
a
d
e
m
y
 

Film 
Awards, 

and 
four 

Golden 
Globe 

A
w
a
r
d
s
 

   These 
are 

the 
intervals 

b
e
t
w
e
e
n
 

notes 

— a 
tone 

is 
two 

keys 
apart 

on 
a 
keyboard 

— a 
semitone 

is 
one 

key 
apart 

on 
a 
keyboard 

: 
T
o
n
e
 

c
i
s
t
a
n
c
e
 

 
 

— 
is 

created 
from 

short 
musical 

patterns 

  
— 

the 
patterns 

are 
repeated, 

layered 
and 

c
h
a
n
g
e
d
 

— 
the 

music 
features 

ostinati 
(repeated 

rhythmic 
patterns) 

An 
ostinato 

is 
a 

rhythm 
that 

repeats... 
An 

ostinato 
is 

4 
rhythm 

that 
repeats... 

— 
Steve 

Reich 
is 

a 
f
a
m
o
u
s
 

minimalist 
c
o
m
p
o
s
e
r
 

  
 


